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BPDD Supports JFC Removal of Special Needs Vouchers from Budget; Disappointed by
Lack of Funding for Special Education
Madison, WI – Today’s decision by the Joint Committee on Finance (JFC) to take the special
needs voucher proposal out of the state budget reflects the position of thousands of families of
students with disabilities and advocates statewide.
The Wisconsin Board for People with Developmental Disabilities (BPDD) worked with families
and the Survival Coalition to remove the voucher proposal, which would have siphoned millions
of taxpayer dollars out of public schools and redistributed the funds to private schools, which are
not accountable and have no legal obligation to meet student needs.
“BPDD joins families statewide in thanking Joint Finance for recognizing the harm that special
needs vouchers pose, both to students with disabilities and the entire Wisconsin public school
system,” said Beth Swedeen, BPDD Executive Director.
An April statewide survey by disability groups collected over 1,000 responses in one week about
public opinion on vouchers. Eighty-eight percent said they opposed special needs vouchers. The
survey was distributed to the largest networks of parents of students with disabilities in the state.
However, BPDD and families statewide that worked to increase public funding for special
education were disappointed by JFC’s 12-4 party-line vote, which did not provide local districts
with much-needed additional funding to meet the needs of students with disabilities.
A minority member proposal put forward early this morning would have increased overall
spending for special education categorical aids, as well as provided extra funds to districts
educating students with high costs.
“Joint Finance’s increase in per-pupil spending by a total of $300 per student over the biennium
will help all Wisconsin students, including students with disabilities, most of whom spend the
majority of their day in a general education classroom,” Swedeen said.
“But failure to invest in students with disabilities, particularly in light of 20 years of steadily
eroded state support for special education, will only continue to result in unacceptable outcomes
for the nearly 15 percent of the state’s public school students who have disabilities.”

Swedeen said BPDD is joining Survival Coalition in discussions with legislators and the
Department of Public Instruction about special education accountability proposals that would
improve education quality for all students with disabilities and address concerns in districts
where parents and disability advocates report chronic issues.
Recent Wisconsin Knowledge and Concepts Examination scores show students with disabilities
perform almost two and a half times lower on tests than their peers without disabilities. Swedeen
said disability advocates statewide are committed to improving outcomes for all students, while
working toward school accountability and responsible use of public funds.
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